


Gradients and time.  A system to color / contrast according to date. 
 

Figure 3.  Example of file and folder gradation 
using font for files and color for folders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4A.  Example of a screen 
display of folders shaded 
according to recency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4B.  Example of a file display 
highlighted according to recency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Variable temporal display curve according to recent usage.  A uniform 1:1 correspondence 
between recency and display has drawbacks.  A user returning to the computer after some weeks 
away will find mostl files reduced to colorless.  To avoid this the last 100 files should be 
considered, and plotted on a scale to determine the display.   
 

Figure 5.  Setting display curve according to usage.  
Arrowed regions indicate the temporal range on which 
to impose the most-least recent usage gradient. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
User-defined preferences.  It will be helpful to have a display box to be opened where the user 
can define the range of the color coding – e.g., uniform over last week, or last month, or last three 
months, or last year. 
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